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Our Vision
• A place where the people of WA explore their identity, heritage,

environment and sense of place and where visitors will discover the 
diversity and creativity of this extraordinary State.

Our Purpose
• Collect, preserve, and study the natural and human heritage of WA 

and promote understanding, enjoyment and conservation of the 
heritage.

• Provide opportunities for people to share the unique stories of WA’s
people, land and sea.

• Ensure that in all its work the Museum is engaging, educational,
experiential, exciting, entertaining and excellent.

• Inspire curiosity, discovery and debate.
• Create knowledge through its research, study and educational activity.
• Promote tolerance and understanding through sharing ideas and 

perspectives amongst our diverse community and users.
• Ensure the people of WA can explore and define their place in the 

world and their relationship to their environment and other peoples.



Museums have an unique role to play in 
encouraging a grasp of science and how it 
works, unlocking the sense that it is 
fundamentally a human endeavour in which 
people deeply interested in the workings of 
things can chase after answers to specific 
questions and build them into some general 
principles, modifying or even discarding 
previous views in the process.

Dr Des Griffin AM, Museums Australia Magazine Dec 2009



2009 International Year of Astronomy

Partnership with Perth Observatory



2010 Kununurra Agricultural Show 

2010 Professional Development Day, 
John Willcock College



‘Ned the Honeyeater’

‘Wendy the Whiting’

Mini Muses Programs



Mini Muses program
‘Ned the Honeyeater’



Salty Seas and Sustainable Seas education program participants



Clem Burns 
Heritage Award

2010 IYB





“Inclusion of the social sciences and humanities as part of the 
sciences, science and society, and capacity building in the 

science communication sector. Public engagement requires not 
only awareness of the technical aspects of issues such as 

nuclear power or smoking, but also of the societal and 
attitudinal aspects”.

Inspiring Australia 2010 



WAM IYB 2010 – Lecture Series
Launched February 2010

• Professor Lyn Beazley - Patron
• Series named “In the Wild West” in honour
of WA Museum Fellow Dr Harry Butler
• Vodcast sponsorship from Chevron
• Regional sponsorship from Skywest
• Sea Week focus with Aquatic Zoology staff 
at every WA Museum site
• National Science Week focus with WAM 
scientific  staff at every WA Museum site 

49 lectures - 21 topics, 18 speakers, 5 locations



‘In the Wild West’ IYB 
lecture series

Head of Terrestrial 
Zoology Dr Mark 

Harvey discusses 
spiders with 

Meekatharra School of 
the Air students 



Did I mention that Museum 
staff are shameless promoters 
of science and tonight and 
tomorrow we have our final 
IYB lectures for 2010

7pm, Thursday
Seabirds of Western Australia

10am, Friday
Cockatoos in Crisis 

Thank you

Catherine.belcher@museum.wa.gov.au


